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Re:  ROYAL  VILLAGE  SUBDIVISION 
Gallatin  County 


Ladies  & Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  preliminary  environmental  review  has  been  prepared  for  Royal  Village 
Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration.  Questions 
and  comments  will  be  accepted  until  August  17,  1978.  One  extension  of  time  not  to 
exceed  seven  days  will  be  granted  upon  request  if  there  is  sufficient  reason  for  the 
request.  All  comments  should  be  sent  to  the  undersigned. 

Sincerely, 


EWC: JM: rac 
Enc. 


Subdivision  Bureau 
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PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 

Divi s ion/ Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division  - Subdivision  Bureau 

Project  or  ApiTical  I on ROYAl  VTI  I AOF  SlIRniVISION 

Description  c^f  Project  The  first  phase  consists  of  268  lots  (110  residential,  29  multiple 
family,  129  mobile  home)  on  approximately  72  acres.  The  proposed  total  development  would 
include  about  990  lots  on  294  acres.  New  public  water  and  sewage  systems  are  proposed. 

The  sewage  system  would  utilize  percolation  beds  to  percolate  a secondary  treatment  effluent 

into  the  ground.  The  subdivision  is  located  in  Section  2,  Township  one  south  and  Range 

four  east,  about  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Belgrade. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 
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Comments  on 


Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or  Rob  Klatt,  Planner  for  Belgrade  City-County  Planning 
wliich  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction.  Board  & the  Belgrade  Citv-Countv  Planning  Board 
Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  Rob  Klatt,  state  and  local  agency  comments  and 

this  PER.  ^ information  from  the  engineer. 

Recommendation  concerning  preparntion 

EIS.  Tentatively  recommend  against  EIS  unless  public  comment  warrants  the 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  The  environmental  assessment  done  for  Royal  Village  by  the  developer's  consultant 
pointed  out  that  the  Fish  and  Game  Department  does  not  feel  that  the  proposed 
development  is  a major  wildlife  area.  The  sparse  vegetation  provides  little 
cover  for  wildlife  and  there  is  no  perennial  surface  water  supply. 

2.  Personnel  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau  are  currently  evaluating  the  potential 
effects  of  the  percolation  of  the  secondary  treatment  into  the  ground  and  even- 
tually into  the  groundwater.  No  results  of  the  evaluation  are  available  at  this 
time.  However,  no  approval  of  the  project  will  be  granted  until  the  department 
is  satisfied  that  the  sewage  treatment  system  will  not  unduly  influence  the 
quality  of  groundwater.  The  developer  will  be  required  to  monitor  the  ground- 
water  quality.  The  developer  will  also  be  required  to  have  a department  approved 
backup  sewage  treatment  system  available  in  the  event  the  department  deems  it 
necessary  to  abandon  the  original  system. 

3.  The  soil  cover  will  obviously  be  altered  during  construction  and  homebuilding. 

The  gravelly  loam  surface  layer  averages  only  about  six  inches  thick  and  the 
very  gravelly  subsoil  only  extends  about  four  to  nine  inches  below  the  surface 
layer.  Below  the  two  layers  lies  loose  sand  and  gravel.  The  developer  proposes 
paved  streets  and  it  is  assumed  that  homeowners  will  grow  lawns  and  gardens. 
Though  soil  will  be  altered  considerably  during  construction,  little  or  no 
erosion  should  occur  beyond  the  construction  and  homebuilding  phases. 

4.  The  poor  soil  and  vegetative  cover  conditions  of  the  land  indicate  that  use 
of  the  land  for  agricultural  purposes  would  be  impractical  today.  The  vege- 
tative cover  will  eventually  be  completely  changed  to  lawns,  gardens,  homes 
and  roadways. 

6.  All  roads  within  the  subdivision  will  be  paved.  The  Amsterdam  Road  is  presently 
paved  but  the  county  roads  adjacent  to  the  subdivision  have  not  been  paved  at 
this  time.  Fugitive  dust  from  vehicular  traffic  should  not  pose  unusual  prob- 
lems. Air  pollution  from  home  heating  is  not  anticipated  either. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  THE  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  Belgrade  has  been  largely  a rural,  agricul tural-type  community  until  recent  years. 
Growth  of  the  Bozeman  area  has  increased  the  levels  of  industrial  and  commercial 
activity  in  the  Belgrade  area.  The  development  of  a subdivision  of  this  size  will 
probably  have  fewer  social  and  cultural  impacts  on  Belgrade  than  if  Belgrade  were 
still  a rural  community.  However,  the  potential  impacts  cannot  be  ignored  because 
of  the  size  of  Royal  Village. 

2.  See  (1)  above. 

8.  Items  8,  10,  11  and  12  have  been  shown  as  potentially  major  impacts  simply  because 
of  the  size  of  the  total  development.  However,  little  or  no  local  reaction  to 
these  items  was  received  by  the  Department  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  Conse- 
quently, the  potential  impacts  were  not  regarded  as  strictly  major. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/preliminaryenvi1978mels_0 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  THE  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT  (continued...) 


10.  The  Belgrade  Fire  District  has  received  a 22,500  square  foot  site  from  the 
developer  for  location  of  a new  fire  station.  The  water  system  has  been 
designed  with  consideration  for  fire  flows.  The  district  has  noted  that  the 
development  will  require  a large  additional  expense  to  the  Belgrade  Rural  Fire 
District  and  the  taxpayers.  The  Gallatin  County  Sheriff's  office  has  also 
noted  that  the  taxpayers  will  be  faced  with  a tax  increase  for  the  additional 
service  from  his  office. 

The  Belgrade  Public  School  District  #44  has  recommended  and  accepted  dedication 
of  14.5  acres  for  a school  site  within  the  subdivision. 

14.  Permits  have  been  issued  by  the  county  for  access  to  adjacent  county  roads. 

The  Montana  Department  of  Highways  has  expressed  concern  over  the  amount  of 
traffic  entering  Jackrabbit  Road  from  the  Amsterdam  Road.  The  existing 
intersection  of  these  roads  may  not  be  adequate  to  handle  the  anticipated 
increase  in  traffic.  No  solution  has  been  reached  to  date. 
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